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Abstract 

As a territorial and socio-economic formation, the 

village represents the concrete expression of territorial 

permanence and continuity, directly relating to the genetic 

and dynamic factors of settlement phases and humanisation 

of the geographical space. Under the present conditions, a 

number of manifest phenomena are triggered by the 

decrease in birth-rates, internal and external migration, all 

of which affect the process of population ageing throughout 

the country. In the 20 years elapsed since the downfall of 

the communist regime in 1989, the population of Romania 

dropped by nearly 1,713,000 inhabitants, 1,195,000 of 

them in the countryside alone. The demographic decline 

continued over the 2000-2009 period as well, at higher 

rates in the rural (-49 ă) than in the urban (-37ă) areas. 

Solving the numerous issues connected with the rural 

population component calls for strategic, time-stable 

optimal approaches. 
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Rezumat. EvoluŞia ĸi repartiŞia în teritoriu a 

populaŞiei rurale din România la începutul secolului 

XXI.  

Satul, ca formaŞiune socio-economicŁ teritorialŁ, 

reprezintŁ expresia permanenŞei ĸi continuitŁŞii teritoriale în 

relaŞie cu factorii genetici ĸi dinamici, precum ĸi cu fazele 

de populare ĸi umanizare a spaŞiului geografic. În condiŞiile 

actuale se manifestŁ o serie de fenomene datorate scŁderii 

natalitŁŞii, a migraŞiei interne ĸi externe, cu impact direct 

asupra procesului de ´mbŁtr©nire a populaŞiei din România. 

Ċn cei 20 de ani care au trecut de la cŁderea regimului 

comunist în 1989, populaŞia ŞŁrii a scŁzut cu aproximativ 

1.713.000 locuitori, din care 1.195.000 doar în mediul 

rural. Fenomenul de declin demografic a continuat ĸi în 

perioada 2000-2009, dinamica negativŁ fiid mai accentuatŁ 

în mediul rural (-49ă), comparativ cu mediul urban          

(-37ă). Ċn vederea gŁsirii unor soluŞii la multiplele 

probleme cu care se confruntŁ populaŞia ruralŁ, este 

necesarŁ o abordare strategicŁ optimŁ ĸi stabilŁ ´n timp. 

Cuvinte-cheie: populaŞie ruralŁ, distribuŞie teritorialŁ, 

România, rata natalitŁŞii , declin demografic, migraŞia 

externŁ 

 

At the beginning of the Third Millennium 

(2001-2010) the population of Romania still kept 

decreasing sharply, by approximately one million 

people (48% in the urban and 52% in the rural 

areas). The reasons for this decrease were primarily 

severe ageing, decreasing birth-rates and the 

upsurge of external migration, people looking for a 

job abroad.  

After 2000, the restructuring-privatisation 

process continued, the aim being to increase labour 

productivity, but the social impact was negative, 

e.g. unemployment and a fall in the living standard 

of the jobless population, which led to conflicts and 

strikes. 

Part of the industrial workforce of the 1990s 

would return to their villages of origin to work on 

their reappropriated lands (Law No 18/1991). But, 

the underdeveloped agriculture, coupled with social 

dysfunctions, intensified the crisis in the rural areas 

(Nancu, Dobre, BugŁ, 2001). Many villages ceased 

to be landmarks of the traditional way of life, 

becoming simply shelter-places with precarious 

conditions for most of the elderly victims of 

industrialisation. Ever more young people would 

leave the countryside, seeking a job abroad and a 

chance for a more decent life, customary for the 

majority of the 21
st 

century world. 

The rural human capital (or rural population in 

geographical terms) stands under the influence of 

political, economic, historical and social systems, 

and nonetheless of the natural environment it is 

permanently interacting with. 

The Romanian rural space numbers 12,955 

villages, covers 87% of the surface-area of the 

country and has a population of 9.64 million that is 

44.9% of the whole population (Table 1). 

The rural population ratio shows differences in 

terms of the socio-economic development of each 

county. The counties of Hunedoara (23.3%), Braĸov 

(26.3%) and ConstanŞa (30.0%) have the lowest 

ratio, while some of those with a maximum record 

are concentrated in the south of Romania (CŁlŁraĸi 
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ï 61.5%, Teleorman ï 66.4%, Giurgiu ï 68.8% and 

D©mboviŞa ï 69.2%), the rest being dispersed in the 

territory (NeamŞ ï 62.2%, Vrancea ï 62.5% and 

BistriŞa ï 62.8%) (Fig. 1). 

Table 1. Evolution of the population of Romania in 2000-2010 

YEARS 
TOTAL 

INHABITANTS 

URBAN (No. 

inh.) 

URBAN -  ratio 

/ total inh. (%) 

RURAL (No. 

inh.) 

RURAL -  

ratio / total inh. 

(%) 

2000 22,455,485 12,297,122 54.8 10,158,363 45.2 

2001 22,408,393 12,243,748 54.6 10,164,645 45.4 

2002 21,833,483 11,638,459 53.3 10,195,024 46.7 

2003 21,772,774 11,622,258 53.4 10,150,516 46.6 

2004 21,711,252 11,643,422 53.6 10,067,830 46.4 

2005 21,658,528 11,901,033 54.9 9,757,495 45.1 

2006 21,610,213 11,926,178 55.2 9,684,035 44.8 

2007 21,565,119 11,914,343 55.2 9,650,776 44.8 

2008 21,528,627 11,872,270 55.1 9,656,357 44.9 

2009 21,498,616 11,835,100 55.1 9,663,516 44.9 

2010 21,462,186 11,818,670 55.1 9,643,514 44.9 

       Source: romstat@insse.ro; Statistical data-base 2010, National Institute of Statistics, Bucharest. 
 

 
Fig. 1. The distribution of rural population in Romani a by county, 2010 

 
THE TERRITORIAL DISTRIBUTION OF 

THE RURAL POPULATION  

A comparative analysis of counties in terms of 

rural population number and the overall countryside 

population / total county population has revealed a 

correlation between many medium and small-sized 

counties and a higher rural population ratio (Fig. 2) 

e.g. Teleorman, Botoĸani, Vrancea and V©lcea are 

of average demographic size, and MehedinŞi, SŁlaj 

and Tulcea which are small counties, but have a 

large village population (over 55%). 

Over the past two decades, the issue of rural 

planning and development has become increasingly 

topical. It is worth noting the attention given to the 

problems of rural space of EU villages, problems 

that have been integrated into local and global 

policies. 

The rural space in Romania is very large and its 

village population is numerically significant, 

therefore the socio-economic life of the rural area of 

this country is more important than in other EU 

states that have fewer and less populated rural 

settlements.  

Looking at the density of large villages in terms 

of demographic size, it appears that most rural 

inhabitants live in this type of villages which are 

located in the north-east of Romania and have had a 

high birth-rate record over time; some villages from 

the south of Romania are in the same situation, 

especially those that were industrially developed 

during the socialist period (Nancu, 2006). 
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Fig. 2. The distribution of the rural  population and its ratio / total population at county level, 2010 

 

Population density shows obvious spatial / 

territorial disparities. Thus, communes with less 

than 50 inhabitants/km
2
 are located in the west, and 

south-west of the country, especially in the counties 

of Caraĸ-Severin, Hunedoara, Arad, Timiĸ, BrŁila 

and Tulcea, while average and high densities (50-

100 inhabitants/km
2
) occur in the east and south, 

mostly in Iaĸi, NeamŞ, BacŁu and GalaŞi in 

Moldovia and Prahova, DâmboviŞa and Ilfov in 

Muntenia (Wallachia) (Fig. 3). 

 
Fig. 3. The territorial distribution of the r ural population density by county 

 

Landform is a major factor in the territorial 

layout of settlements and in the number or density 

of their population, which explains regional 

disparities. In the Danube Delta, for example, 

settlements have few inhabitants and the lowest 

density values in Romania, while in hills and 

tablelands (the Curvature Subcarpathians, the 

Moldavian Plateau), most villages are densely 

populated and are of large or very large 

demographic size (Fig. 4). 

THE RURAL POPULATION. EVOLUTION  

The population of Romania in general, and the 

rural population, in particular have registered a 

steep decline during the last decade, especially due 

especially to a decrease in natality values and the 

negative external migration balance. This 

downward trend in the countryside goes back to 

mid-20
th
 century (BugŁ, 2000), when the decrease 

amounted to 1.7 million people (1977-1992), one 

million more being registered over the 1992-2010 

period (Fig. 5). 

On January 1, 2010 there were 21,462,186 

inhabitants, that is by 36,430 less than a year before 

at the same date, 95% of the decrease coming from 

negative natural increase. The average number of 

inhabitants of a commune was 3,400, comparatively 

with individual values of 13,087 inhabitants in 

Holboca Commune (Iaĸi County) and 101 

inhabitants in Brebu Nou (Caraĸ-Severin County). 

The communes with 1,000-5,000 inhabitants 

represent 81% of the total number, their population 

amounting to 67.4% of the overall village 

population. 
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Fig. 4. The distribution of the population by communes, 2010 

 

 
Fig. 5. The rural population in Romania over 1977-2010 

 

Over the past decade (2001-2010) demographic 

trends were estimated based on the comparative 

analysis of communes grouped by number of 

inhabitants. The results showed 313 small 

communes (under 1,000 inhabitants) and medium-

sized communes (1,000-4,999 inhabitants) and only 

139 large communes (5,000-9,999 inhabitants) and 

very large ones (10,000 and over inhabitants). The 

overall rural population dropped by 521,000 

inhabitants (Table 2). 

                                                      Table 2. Communes grouped by number of inhabitants (2001- 2010) 

Group of 

communes 

(by No. of inh.) 

No of 

communes 

2001 

No of inh. 

2001 

No of 

communes 

2010 

No of inh. 

2010 

Difference 

2010 - 2001 

No. of 

communes 

No. of 

inh. 

Total 2,686 10,164,645 2,860 9,643,516 174 -521,129 

Under 1,000 56 40,936 83 62,930 27 21,994 

1,000 ï4,999 2,031 6,053,153 2,317 6,502,046 286 448,893 

5,000 ï 9,999 563 3,637,391 432 2,767,445 -131 -869,946 

10,000 and over 36 433,165 28 311,095 -8 -122,070 


