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Abstract

In Hungary people with disabilities are one of the m
oppressed and marginalized social grolpsing the last
two decades thejave become morenad mor e
for social sciencetoo,but unfortunately disabilitys still
neglected inhuman geography. Howeverit always
appeas in media, public discourses and politicibates
and good examples for di
geographyare knownand available The main ainof this
paperis to demonstrate thalisability, as a research top
could be well adopted into HungarigrographyKeeping
the eyes on this goahe paper is divided into three majc
parts. Rrst, it givesa summary on the ‘geographical
research of the mostly examinednarginalized soail
groupsin the Hungarian societyand on some importar
research areas and results reached by scholarariofus
science areas Second, it revealssome practicable
approachesyesearh topics and methods f Cdi
g e 0 g r,aph gubdiscipline of AngleAmerican
geography Fnally, it exploreshow disability geography
could be used in Hungagnd givesan examplebased on
own research

Keywords: disability, disability geography,
marginalized social groups

Rezumat. Provocari pentru geografia din
Ungaria: Perspective ale ,Studiilor dizabilitatii”
in Ungaria

In Ungaria, persoanele
dintre cele mai opri mat e
T n ul ti oeednig acestaliau devenit din ce in
ma i Vi zibile” pentru st
di zabilitatea nu este 1n
umana. Totusi , probl ema
publice si dezbat egrviespolc
chi ar S i exemple concref
principal al l ucrari.i pr

dizabilitatea ca subiect de cercetare poate fi tratal

succes si de geografia d
structuratt n  tr e p aln primul @mndj acest
trece Tn revista ,cercet
ma i mar gi nali zate grupur
S i cel e ma i i mportant e
rezultatel e obdin diverdeelomend ale
stiintei In al doil ea
abordar.i practice, subi e
in ,geografia dizabilita
angloamericane. 1In final, inl
care geografia dizabilit:
totodata ofera exemple b
Cuvinte-cheie:di zabi |l itate, geo

grupuri sociale marginalizate

INTRODUCTION

According to thedata of theHungarian Central
Statistical Office(KSH), at the last national census
the number of people living with disabilities
reached 57006 (KSH 2001). It is more than 5
percent of the total population of the courdind a
large partof it is excluded from mainstrea
everyday life As sociologists statednowadays just
a few disabled peopl are able to live without
supportin Hungary. People with disabilities are
separated and discriminated. Their free moveme

t o d aHyngarian society disablingircumstances
and mechanisms- more or less— still exist.
However, spdially differing problems of the
disabled, in spite of theieconomic and political
embeddedness, astill neglected by geographers
By 201Q in Hungary tis researcharea has
remained one of thidorgotten arendsthus'an area
of study and research v has received little or no
attention from the disciplingImrie, 1996: 402)as
Imrie statedt o be t he case
geography in thenid 190s Thus therecent paper
naimsat demonstratinghat disability could ba new

is difficult because of environmental barriers, theretopic inthe Hungarian gographyin the future.

is a lack of suitable tools and helping staff and they
dishhiity geogeaphyhigol take infohcensidemtion e s

donot have i nformati on
(Kovats and Tausz 1997 9). Unforturately, in

One possible starting point fahe Hungarian

whatkind of studiesare thereon other marginalized
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social groups. &olars ofother disciplinegive us  Hungarian settlement system a new kind of
valuable questions andmethod we could usdo  settlement has been emerged: the ghetto village
examine disability so the first main partof the  (Ladanyi, 2007) moreover there are rural ghetto
papersummarizes the most important steps madereas.In Hungary the segregation of lowincome
and results reached in thgeographical researchf  residents and gypsies is the most conspicushie
other marginalized soal groups in Hungarian the segregation of the rich is less visibléhe kvel
society. These studiescan be regarded tobe  of ethnicbased segregation in a given area depends
‘geogr aphileelse ahaigha allofh ' on the rate of gypsies/hile its prevalence is higher
them are made by geographers, spatiitgl is a in larger settlements (Kopasz, 2000f coursegthe
common aspect in these workurdisadvantaged clearest form of ghettoization appeansBudapest
groupswere chosemamely the roma minorityttffe ~ where development of inner areas wasgglected
Hungarian gypsy populatipn homeless people, under state socialism and now there is a high
migrantsandthe unemployed number of poor residents (many gypsiasong
Second the paper focuses on di s a bthdm). Fuythermorethe segregation of the riclsi
geogr ap hdgistipline en Westeilm European gettingstronger(districts of Buda or theew gated
and NorthAmerican countris which breakswith communities). Social exclusion andoverty are
the traditional biomedical approach towardsmostly typical inthe inner Pesdistricts especially
impairment and chronic illnesgVe reveathemain  in the former industrialterritoriesand old housing
aporoacles the practical gains and the diversity of estatesHowever, thdevel of poverty is inaasing
“disability g e 0 gin agsdarghi  in a@me patt of thepoptskiats teo Kovacs, 1998;
topics and methodsFinally the paper aims to KovacsandSzirmai, 2006)Segregatiorand ghetto
explore how disability gaegraphy could be used in villages leadus to anther problem argawhich is
Hungarian (or postsocialist) context For better therelationshipbetween the spatial distribution of a
understanithg, examples from own empirical particular group and the level of regional
research thatvas madein a backward Hungarian development. Disadvantageous areaare often

region, Békés countyyill be shown. characterized by aigh number of ethnic minorities,
as shown by the example of Hungarian aom

GEOGRAPHY OF MARGINALIZED minority.

SOCIAL GROUPS IN HUNGARY Spatial distribution of marginalized saali

Research on marginalized social groups could©UPS hadeen examined in several cases and on
not be a part of geography or other scienter a different sc&es, fromcommunities to regional and

long periodasin the decades of state socialism theNational levelsFor the latter analyses orforeign

official ideology denied the existence of social MMigrantsmean good exaples. From these wask

inequdities and created social tabobsi k e “.p ovgltéaple( geographical informaticran be obtained
Thus attempts like urbarsociological research by @Pout migrants because they show the main
Gyorgy Konrad and Ivan Szelényi, whiclasvclose destmatl(_)n_s, and conceation areas Of thentrs,

to geography(Timar, 2003) were not toleratedin 2009; Irimias, 2009) More interesting are the
every case. After the change of regime, grOWingresearches on employment and unemployed people.

For community levesee for example thease study
unemployment, appearance ridw type of povey ) : .
and  unsuccessful integration programs for  ©N the city of Debrecen from Diebel (Diebel, 1996)

marginalized peopldid not resultin the appearance 2nd for regionalevel the exammation of Balcsok
of a Hgh number ofgeogaphical articles in this ©N the micro region of Szerencs (Balcsok, 1998).

topic. However, disadvantaged persons acé Social andlecor_lomic cha_r;fges of the |19805 and
completely ignored and scholars of various 1990s resulted in great differences thre labour

disciplines started to examine them with a spatiafla/Ket (Balcsok andEkene, 2007) and there are
aspect. S|gn|f|can't' spatial inequalities in employment
Now we will reveal someresultsthat could be ~ OPPOrtunities (weseast or more exactly northwest
used in the ‘Hungaian disability geography Scutheast slope) (Kovaand Bihari, 2005).The
Scholars have pointed out several problem areas, f§@S€ Of the Great Plain is a good example because it
example,the question of segregation in different @S Worse indices than national average duésto
regions ancat different spatiabcales. In previous historical premises and weaker flexibility (Diebel,

years it came to be evidenthat research on 1996). Of course this macro region isnot
segregation is as much eghnt inHungarianrural homogenous activity rate in the Southern Great

areasas in urbancentres On the periphery othe Plain Region is sim_ilar to Fhe f”“’eragm”e in the
Northern Great Plain Region it lswer. Although
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in previous years equalization could be seenConsequently space usage ofjimen marginalized
settlements of BdsKiskun and Jaskagykun group carbe specificand with social attitude it could
Szolnok Counties near the central regioas well  contribute to the exclusion of these peoplde
as major cities— mark out (Balcsok and Ekéné  stuation for the disableds more difficult because
2007). Examination on border areas is importantbesidegheir body limitatonsthe various barrier®f
because economic and social conflicts often theenvironmentalso make their space usage harder.
accumulate in the periphery. Along theastern There is a great shortage in knowledge about spatial
border of Hungarythe level of cooperation is not behaviour of the disabled.
high enough andhis border is rather a barrier
nowadays with unanswered economic, social ant
ethnic(problems of romaopulation exacerbate the
situation questions on both sidgBaranyj 1999;
Dancs 2000;Balcsékand Dancs 2001 ;Balcsoket
al., 2001). After all, the question arises: are there
particular characteristics in the pattern of regional
distribution of other groups, for instance people
with disabilities? And if there are, what are the
causes? Can we point out connections to deepe
social, economic (or other kind of) mechanisrirs?
our viewthis challengeés up for the geographers in
Hungary(or other possocialist countries).

Some research studi@s urban context engage
with the socialrelations of disadvantaged persons
(see the above mentioned work of Diebel [1996])

an_d spatial_ l_Jehav_iourResearch of _Nagy (2003) is Fig. 1. Daily routes of the visitorsofh e poor peopl
uniqueas itinvestigateda special kind of space kitchen in Szeged. (The width of the lines shows the

K'i n_ d o f i -C_uttueai) nspdce. She ( %rﬁ’p tance of the routes)Source: Boros (2007)
examined the relationgts between homeless

peoplein the city of SzegedCsongrad County) Disability Geography
The relationship networlof homeless people is

different fromwhat can be experienced at average t‘}l’gls_plart of ]Ehe paper ;oc:USﬁshon_ a quite dnew
citizens as it is less extendbdt in this sub cultural SUYPdISaplineé ot geography which 1S name

-, ; “di sabi l i tUnfortgnatelyy asat pals peen.
space prestighierarchy exists & There are . :
informal ‘territories’ mFWt%)'P'.”etd ghoe. dye F%té‘ee'ac‘&ﬁf AUENUOR My n
homeless groups and it is not homogenous bu isability among Hungarian geographers we have to

fragmented (Na 2003). Research on thes&@W ON foreign examples, particularly Anglo
ig nt er (n ae?gd social)preiatioesis useful to merican. Before the 1960s there was relatively

understand the space usage of social groupsHhike t !|tt|§ gteho%‘raph'lc engéa\g\;:/mt?[nt WI'Eth alislity 'Sv\slgﬁts
homeless, the attitudes towards them and thd! Nor merica an estern turope as

exclusive mechanisms working in the baakund In th_g last decades |ntere§t on this topic increased
Boros (2007)lso focused on social exclusion aSS|gn|f|cantIy(Park et al1998; Gleeson, 2001).

he examined thelaily routes of the homeless atf . e

resident s’ rdsthem inuheecy oft o \Apgderstandlng disability: main approaches

Szegedas vell. It was revealed thatdmeless ~ Definingthe term* di sabi |l ity’ i s a

p e o pdaity'rates are quite long whictan be dlsgblllty studies andowadays more concepts exist

explained with the fact that the most important place®€side each othéut the focus of the explanatios

for them (poor peopl e’ shasgshifted ylae, earliegto ROl peCeption OB | t e

are far from each other and homeless people ofteflisability is a bioredical one and thismocel

visit the citycentre where they can k®the greatest regards disabilityas ‘a defect or sickness to be

income by begging (Fig. 1). The esi de rf;l;greg,d,bynjedlcal res.earCh(Jacobson,' 200.6: 110).

sympathy is strong towards the poord@$te majority ~ Actually it emphasizes the physiological and

(72.4%) traces back povgrto exterior reasons and biological conditions of human body and its

think that homeless people should be Supported‘unct_lons.Dlsab_lllty is caused by the impaired body

whichis mainly theg o v e r n me Boros, 200% a @ pgmnot of the individual and as a consequence the

Boros et al. 2007 Boros and Téth, 2003. functional ircapacityand deficiency compared to a
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“nor mal ' (Alsbéerleynid &Gteelson 1999; result, knowledge of locational characteristics of
Wilton and Evans, 2009 thus disability is often disability is incomplete (Wiltorand Evars, 2009).
considered as a personal tragedy ‘ordividual The shortageof statisticanalytical articles in
misfortuneé (Wendell, 200 ‘Western geography is a probleand they are also

The geatest turrin the developmemf research needed in Eastern Europe.hdl knowledge on
ondisability within social sciences was theeaking  demographical, social and economic parameters of
with medical model and themergence of the social this group in a spatial contegin be the bas for
model In contrast to the medigathis approach more complex researches.
primarily blameshe society and its barriefor the With behavioural apprad geographers mainly
exclusion ofdisabled persan thus thattheyareno exami ne the ‘internal’
able to actas fully integrated citizesn(Jacobson, impairments use in the course of everyday
2006). Social attitudes and normative ideas areinteractions with their environments (Wiltoand
responsible for the marginalization of disabledEvans, 2009: 207) with particular attention on
people because sociahd built environments are spatial mobility and cognitive abilities. Mbef the
primarily constructed for the ableo di e d ( ‘' lbtemtre engageéwith vision impaired people. For
orno‘r mal ') s0o partici petxiaanmp!| £or Utnlgear t 5 s aarl teidc | ies
impossible or at least very difficult (Jacobson, 2006;mapping explored the ways in which blind people
Wilton andEvans, 2009). experience and represent place comparing to sighted

In 2001 WHO made a review on itain  persons (Ungar2000). Research on the disabled is
disability categorisation, théCIDH (International often connected with developing new assistive
Classification of Impairments, Disabiis and technologies from tactile maps to GPS/GIS based
Handicaps)and ICH (International Classification of navigation systems (see for example Golledgd
Functioning, Disability and Health) waseated. This Marston,1999; Pressl| and/ieser, 2006; Volkeand
categorisation — with the help of the new, Weber2007; Vdkel et al, 2008).
biopsychosocial ma# — synthesizeshe medical and Third approach is broadly materialist in
social approachegBarnes andMercer, 2010) and orientation and usebe social model. Scholars focus
this way itintegrates the biological, individual and on the spatial dimension of disability oppression
soci al factors of an i nachisedibgaagtdlist modéof @mdduction gndihb@ern2 0 0
which are equallyimportant in the daily life of the urbanisation which created exclusionary physical and
disabled.The above outlinedhift inemphasisneant  social environments, for examplestandardized
that analyzing disabilityissues wasno maoe the wor kpl aces i gnori ngWltdn sabl
‘“ pr i vaof edligakdndehabilitation experisas and Evans, 200P It is no accident thatthe
environmental features aralso significant in the  significant numbebf the articles analyze the relation
‘production of disability and thisis vital for the between disablement, urban (built) environment and

pro

existence of a new sthiscipline of geography. legislation (see for exampleGilderbloan and
Rosentraub, 1990; Gleesd001; Imrie andHall, P.
Disability geogr aphy i2001;Kwenardleaw, 2001 Btomleyteeak2007).

Before the appearance of the so called disability
geograpy, issues like impairment or chronic illness PERSPECTIVES FOR DISABILITY
had not been * ihers atsali bl STUDIESIN HYMGARIANIGEOGRAPHY
disability was concerned by other sdisciplines,
like medical geography, geography of health or Relevance of the research topic
geogaphy of healtkcare.As names suggest, these  As mentioned aboveHungarian geographers
were based on a medical approa(dee the above havenot beeninterested in disabilityReasons will
mentionel medical nodel of disability) and they do not be discused here however some important
not compose the subject of this paper. facts can h e digabiltygeogaphg gi t i n
Earliest studies were positivistic in approach andrirst, people with disabilitiesambe considered as a
used quantitative miebds to examinghe spatial  special group in spatialbehaviar. This is
distribution of disabilities and chronic illnesses underpimed by tle ways in which they experience
(Jacobson, 2006; Wiltoand Evans, 200P These  the surrounding space arttie mannes they carry
descriptive works shed light on spatial differencesout particularactivities (blnd peoplss ©°  or i,ent at
but did not deal with deeper social and economicusing a wheelchair)Second, according tthe data
relationships and relied orprevailing medical of Central Statistical OfficeKSH) in 2001 more
model of disability (Parket al, 1998). Today, than 5% of the total population lived with
quantitative approaches are less common and asdsabilities(exactly 57706). It is quite difficult to
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find out the current number of these people becauspotently symbolized bythe built environment. He
different organizations use different classificationsexplained its inadequate nature and thusreatly

and the next census will be held in 201Even themarginal status of the disabled with three causes:
thoughthe exact numberare not known anthey  social attitude towards people with impagmnts;

form a large group whin the Hungarian society. politics and regulation afifferent scalesnature of

The third reasomo deal with the topigs that there  professions like urban planning, architecture,
are problems in connection with the disability andtransport and expetts vi ewpoiSmy$In( Unga
the saiety requires their treatmentUnfortunately = connection with the secom@usethe most important
examples confirm the sugpon that several people national and international laws and documents on
use the'statuso f b ei ngin ardesta faln e dccessibility, bui environment and equalization
undeserved social support. Of course such practicerere analyzeds well

is adverse for the disabled populatiand the whole A statistical analysis was madeon the life
society as well.Another reasonis the egional conditionsof people withdisabilitieswith the help
distribution ofpeople wih disabilitiesas itshowsa  of data collected byhe KSH in 1990 and 200IThe
characteristic patternThis one will be explained structure of the disabled populatiamas examined
below, here we would only like to state that through several indices: age, serarital status,
geography should pay ore attentionto such educational attainment, employment, housing
phenomenabecause xamining the reasons and conditions of householdshumber and types of
mechanisra behind differencescan help to disabilities and spatial distribution.The analysis
understand anew aspect of spatialhequalities  showed thatn average person with disability was
Finally, s Gleeson (1999and Wilton and Evans older, much less educated and had greater chance to
(2009) state the majority of works focus on be inactive earner or unemployed than a +on
contemporary Western societibst sincedisability  disabled fellowHereafter di sablkmat@ofpeopl
and chronic iliness are globand very complex the total population was higher in backward regions,
issues, experences innonWestern contexts are like Northern Hungary, Southern Transdanusial
severelyrequiredto get a more precispictureon  particularly in Békés county in the sotghstern
them Thus disability studies from a pestcialist part of the countryFig. 2. The first main part of

country couldadd somethingewto this picture. the paper revealedthat there is similar
correspondence in the case of rostlanicminority.
First attempts, case studies This suggest two important things:(1) social

This chapter aimsat demonstrahg how the  handicaps are cumulatedtgarding thedisabled
above represented approaches and methods could Bersons and(2) regional state of(economic)
adopted intogeographyin Hungaryor possibly in ~ development and disablement are in connection
other postsocialist countriesWe mainly build on a  (Fig. 3. Albeit sttistical analysis on spatial
paper made for the National Conference ofdistribution is basically importantio understand
Students' Research Societies in 2@86e Fabula, deeper contiguities we shouldnove beyond
200%). Its main priority wasto shed light on the —analyzing statistical datnd apply other methods.
characteristicef people living with mobility related The empirical part of theresearctaimedat gaining
disabilities (especially wheelchair users) and thenformation on the spatial baviourof the disabled
problems and appearing environmentairkersthey ~— and accessibilityssues directly from these people.
have to face duringheir space usageThe main As afrst attempta questionnaire waent to agents
research m®a WasBékéscsaba, the seat BBkés via a civil disabilityorganisation. Unfortunatelyr,‘le
county, a lackward regionwhich is situated in the number of thevolunteerswas very low and it
sauth-eastern part of the country ahds the highest became clear thateoge with disabilitiesshould be

proportion ofthe disabled populaticn Hungary approachedn another wayand particular attention
The main resultsof the researchcould be Must be paidnresearch method#fter that semi

summarized asit follows. As the topic was structured interiews were made with residents of

absolutelynew in Hungary clarification had to be Békéscsabaconcentrahg on seven areas of life:
done onterms like ‘disability, ‘impairment or  dwelling, work, sevices, educationand culture
‘handicap, the ‘medical and social modelpf leisure transportation(Fig. 4), community life
disability and at last disability geograpHy There — These interiews showedinter alig what were the
was a great emphasis on builtvieanment and main accessibility problems of the town, like
physical barriersThe pape r el i ed on hamejsan puldic ingtgutiops, shortage of lélwor
who agreed with the assertion thte exclusion of Public transportation or irfiicient pedestrian
people with impairments from society is most Pathways (see Fabula, 2009a, 2009b).
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in referencethe selection ofadequatemethods

CONCLUSION Initial observationssuggestthat qualitative ones
At the beginningof this paper we stated that could be moe effective.
there is a lack of disability studies tine Hungaran It canbe concludedhat there is no reason why

geographyHowever the examination of researches geography in Hungargannotengagevith disability
on other marginalized social groupaised some and chronic illnesslt is more than a medical
guestions revant to the disabled as well and in this question whichis well accepted iWesternEurope
manner a good staihg point was assigned to and North America.nl Hungarythe relevancyof
establish the'Hungarian (possocialist) disability —disability research isncontestable and geography
geography. In thesecondmain partof the studythe  has the'tools for examinationsPossible directions
major approaches of disability geograplyere are marked ou{see aboveput of courseseveral
presented andesearch topics and methods used byothers exist andt would be a good start imore
‘ We st er n'weresatst shbwaFinglly with  case studieshad been published, which would
own research examplere demonstrated thahe evoke a scientific debate on the geographies of
guestions andapproachesould be well adopted. disability.
Spatial distribution of people with disabilities
similar to that of other disadvantaged groups REFERENCES
Probably there is arelationship between the
regional differences ané&conomic development
which underpins the importanad space and place
in disability studies However at this point our
knowledge isot enough to makeertain statements
but we can outline a préém area with intense . .
relevancenhich can help us tbetter understand the rtl)ttp.//mek.nu_f.hu/01500/01544/01544.pdf,

. o . : ownloaded: 28.05.2010.
complexity of spatial inequalities dnmechanisms
generating themAnother topic is the question of Balcsok, |, Baranyi, B., Dancs, L (2001) A

Balcsokl., (1998)A s zer encsi k-i st ®r
piaci jellemzése az 1995. szeptembefl997.
m8j us k?©° z©° t(Analysis ahRhe lalaok b a n
market of the szerencsi mikro region between
September 1995 and May 1997pource:

space usage and built eroiment. Alequacyof the hatarmentiség és a hataron atnyulé kapcsolatok
latter is vital for social inclusin of persons with j el l emzRi -afokon @ dbardetne | e t
impairments and,as our case study attested situation and the characteristics of crebsrder
geographerscan discover problems andassist relationships in the northern great plairgource:
planners and decisiamakers to solve them. http://mww.inco.hu/inco6/valos/cikkOh.htm
Nevertheless we must nérget other thing the downloaded: 28.05.2010.

importance of cooperation with disabled pecghel
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Balcsék I. and Dancs L., (2001) A hataron North-eastern Great Plain)Tér és Tarsadalom
g§tny Yl - kapcsol at ok | e 2000. RB3spp.®#284. Magyar or sz §8g
egyikl eendR s che (Ogpomunitiesh aDtleﬁe A%.,n(1996) Munkanélkiliség Debrecenben,
of the crossorder relationships on a future kilonods tekintettel a tartésan alloméanyon
ﬁgﬂ?;r%igia bSozrgeéd c2)f001Hungary) Foldrajzi kiviliek helyzetéréUnemployment in Debrecen

’ ged, ' with a particular regard to thesituation of the

Balcsék I. and Ekéné Z. 1., (2007) Mu n k a e r Roermanerly unemployed) Tér és Tarsadalom,
piaci problémék az Alféldon(Labor market 1996, 23:91-101.
problems in theGreat Plain) In: Kovacs Cs.— = . .

. . ST abul Sz, 200%). A  fogyatékossa
Pal, V. (Ed9: A tarsadalmi fdldrajz vilagai, tan%lményozés(a a) foldrajztu dg?/nénybar'n 9
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